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From Eight to Eighty

Born: August 7, 1892

Parents: George H. Daily and Anna M. Daily.

Brothers: Leslie A. Daily and Harry L. Daily
Sisters: Etta Mae Daily and Clara McClellan Daily.

Chapter I: Beginning at age eight, because so rtidngs happened that year that
seems of the utmost importance in my life.

First: Our home up to that time had been in a wertyof the way place; about four and
a half miles from McLeansboro, llinois, northwestd about the same distance from
Delafield, lllinois, southwest. Our farm was smédkty acres, that mother inherited
from her father, Thomas P. Leslie's estate. Wethao up a lane, east at least a mile to
get to the main road that went to McLeansboro dafdd. Our house was small for
our family and the barn was old. Our barn lot wather large though and there was a
pond at the east end that was well stocked withdisd our father enjoyed many hours
fishing in it. | remember once just before a raiwent fishing and we boys went to
the south end of the pond and beat the water wisp This seemed to scare the fish
to the other end and father caught three or fotfisbaabout a foot long. However, as |
remember, once a year, after the crops were laisldoywould all go to Lick Creek,
about fifteen miles away, starting about four ia thorning, getting home late at night.
Father enjoyed the day fishing, but we boys saeul tf fishing and would wander
around in the woods until father got ready to gmboOnly we three boys and father
went on such trips, sometimes we would take a oausiwo, but mother and the girls
would stay at home.

My father was a school teacher and farmer. He beggehing at the age of twenty and
only missed one winter until his death. He hadtiigieth term of school engaged
when he died at the age of 49 years, 11 monthscamdiays.

Becoming dissatisfied with our home, father begalook around for another farm. We
sold our home and farm to Uncle Joe Leslie and hibagother forty acres a half mile
west from Shady Grove school. We wondered why heawmxious to sell it, but soon
found out that most of the water on the farm wédioftalum, and was not fit to drink.
We had to carry water from a well about one-haléraivay on the Frank Marsh farm.
Father tried to dig a cistern and cement in théobatAs | recall, he put about eight
inches of cement in the bottom, but the alum ateutgh it and ruined the water for
drinking. We dug a pond at the southeast cornénefarm to have water for the
stock. However, in dry times it would go dry and weuld have to haul water both for
the stock and to wash with.

There happened to be a place in the Oliver Hiisua one mile north of us that had
lots of soft stream water. Farmers came for midsatul water in dry times, sometimes
would gather very early and wait for the waterilaup. My father was said to be a
water witch, could take a forked stick and holih isuch a way
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that it would bend down when he found water. Hentba large stream, and they dug
to it and found lots of water.

As stated before we moved to the Stelle place Wheas eight years old. We were
then out on the main highway and only about onéshide from Shady Grove school.
The road ran alongside a large deep ditch and \tlveas dry we would walk in the
bottom of the ditch part of the way to school aad lots of fun running up and down
its banks. Our house was almost new, but as Ilreead built mostly out of rough
lumber. Even the weather-boards were oak lumbertheuroof was pine shingles. We
had a cellar at the back of the house where maétygrher canned fruit, and a
smoke-house in the front of it where father smakisdneat and hung it up. In the
winter time the water would seap into the cellagt e would have to put planks in the
cellar so we could get in the cellar to get thét fru

The smoke-house was also used to store our sorfginutire winter. We generally put
out two or three acres of sorghum cane, hauledthe Henderson Lamberts who had
a mill and generally had a barrel, two or thred lzains and several jugs and jars full for
the winter. Sometimes the barrel would go to stbigdore spring and we would have
sugar molasses, which we boys greatly enjoyed. &taibnerally made biscuits for
breakfast and sometimes we had eggs and gravy pied@of bacon and a glass of
milk. My, what a breakfast.

We always kept several cows and would raise secafeds; the males we sold for veal
at about six weeks of age, and they generally broagood price. Most of the time we
shipped them to St. Louis. We kept the heifer cafee milk cows, and mother gave
me one of them, a Jersey. She made a good coweabdowght her to Sesser, then to
Du Quoin. Only having an open shed to keep hestia,caught cold and died of
pneumonia. We hated to lose her. | had kept hamasture where the Marshall
Browning Hospital now stands and would go milk hrarning and nights, sometimes
riding my bicycle to the pasture.

While on the farm, | remembered that we always$Hetcows run in the woods pasture
where there were briars, and they sometimes hadustiters. One old red cow had a
large bag and large udders and they got so sorstibebecame an awful kicker. | tried
to milk her one time and she kicked so hard | deather said he could milk her, so he
tried, and when he got the bucket about half fudl kicked him on top of the head and
stuck her foot in the milk and spilled all of it.

We kept so much stock and mother so many henssdcruk geese that we had to get
up real early to do all the chores before breakfsaietimes we would take a lantern
to feed by, then carry feed to the hogs, then ihae time before breakfast, would
curry and harness the horses and be ready tastidue fields after breakfast which
would be about sun-up. We would work until abouB@iwhen we would begin to
listen for the dinner bell. An old mule got so heuld almost refuse to go a round after
time for the bell to ring, hard to even get hinfitgsh the row we were on.

Back to a most important part of my story. This wae year when, | think, father was
teaching at Shady Grove school. He was

—4--




From Eight to Eighty

always interested in organizing Sunday SchoolsdetrBunday afternoon where he
taught or let preachers come for services at nigietall that an old preacher, Johnnies
Wes Stelle, lived in the district and he was préaaght the school house one night on
the subject, "Wrapping Up Sin," and that nightl feat God wanted me to do what he
was doing, and | date my call to preach from thxgiegience. | don't think | ever heard
a sermon after that that | did not remember thaeggnce and have the same feeling
come over me.

The winters seemed harder then than now; at leasiee@med to have more snows, and
they layed on a great part of the winter. We gdlyecat the corn and put it up in
shocks in the fall and hauled it in on Saturdagsn&imes we would spend the entire
day hauling and shucking corn off the fodder anddting the fodder and stacking it up
for weeks to come. Sometimes father taught scheaydrom home and either came
home very late or only came home on the week ends\v& had to spend the day
getting in wood and feed and preparing for the mee¢k. | was considered as the boss
of the family and it fell my lot to get up and lithe fires most of the time; then
mother would get up and get breakfast while we ligyshe chores. Mother was a
very busy woman; she made lots of clothing, tragsisgloves, shirts, and scarfs. She
also knitted our mittens and put a long stringteent so we could hang them up or put
them inside our coats and not get them lost. Skieekrthem out of yarn and they were
very warm.

We generally kep a goodly number of hens and aeoas two, a few guineas, geese
and ducks. The guineas roosted in the trees antkdars when bad weather was
coming, and generally would warn us if anything sural was going on. They were not
very good to eat and didn't bring much on the nmaitket mother always wanted a few
of them around. Before we owned a store of our ansther made it a practice to save
up the eggs and butter and maybe would take ahevodo town on Saturday to do
the grocery shopping. Father would sell our whedhe fall, but always put some flour
on deposit in the mill so we would not have to fugometimes we bought shoes or
clothing that way, but only until father could dg$ school check. Sometimes the
school would run out of funds and father would hvevait for his check; then it
would be necessary to buy something on credit.

When | was about fourteen years old | rememberfather became interested in
becoming a merchant. Chester A Gibbs had startgdcry store about a half mile
west of our place and father went into partnersliip him. They added a stock of
drygoods and shoes and called it a general stoegeall that they handled Star Brand
shoes, which were thought to be the best, and Gbhixeeralls. Father grew suspicious
of his partner when he noted that some things wessing from the store that he could
not account for, so he decided to sell out rathenthave any trouble about it. He
never got over wanting a store though, so whensl aut sixteen he made a trip to
Ewing, llinois and rented a house and store hugjdind decided to move to Ewing.
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There was a good college there and father thotigitild be a good place to educate
his boys. He started a store in what was calledviier building and put in a small
stock of groceries. | recall we boys were suppdeegb out and take orders for grocery




orders, but we didn't do very well at it, as maspjple had their own place to trade.

A man named Seaton had a general mercantile st&wing and father heard that he
wanted to sell out and go to Kansas to run a feather made a deal with him, and he
took most of our stock to the store. We moved tlen, father engaged a school to
teach and planned to let Leslie manage the statkwa twins help out in spare time.
We started to grade school, and things seemed stabed well when father took sick,
just a week or so before his school was to beginh&tl typhoid fever and didn't last
long. Sister Clara came to visit and try to helpj ahe took the fever and laid ill for
forty days, and finally recovered.

Backing up a little; while we were still on the fiat recall that my father taught school
at Shady Grove and the enroliment was about eiffattyer thought the district was
large enough for two schools so he led out in tha  build another school about two
miles west of Shady Grove and made the districtritee square. This they voted to do
and engaged a man named Herbert to build the sdho®ler did hear how they
financed it. When it was finished, my father becahefirst teacher. It was named the
Fairview school district.

Now, back to my story. When father died at Ewing, faund out that the people living
in the house where we had lived had had typhoidrfand the germs were in the water
in the well. We were not told of this so did ndteégprecautionary measures against it.
Mother was not satisfied to live there longer, sorented a place from a half uncle,
Con Standerfer, and moved to the north part ofdle. We did not live there very
long until mother decided she wanted to go badkédfarm.

Charlie and Clara (my sister) Gunter had rentedotage when we went to Ewing and
they agreed for us to move in with them until helddind a place and finish his crop.
We decided to build a store building and move theesfrom Ewing and run a country
store. We bought the framing from a saw mill angliechauled it and Charlie Gunter
built the building for us. It was probably the b@gng of his career as a carpenter later
on. We went back to the Fairview school as we limeohe corner of the section. We
moved the store from Ewing and for thirteen yeaosh@r and we boys ran the store by
getting some outside help in the winter.

| recall that before Clara and Charlie found a plexmove to, Clara helped some in
the store. They had a little boy named Leroy albeatyears old, and one day while
they both were busy at the store he slipped baoklre house and got a chair and
climbed up and got some matches from a shelf adnealnd sat down and began to
strike them. His clothing caught fire and he becaosed and ran out the back door
with his clothing a flame. | was hauling manureha barn and heard him scream and
looked out the window in time to see mother comeodthe back store door and start
toward him running as fast as she could. He alsdader and she gathered her skirts
about him and smothered out the flames. But ittwadate. He had inhaled the flames
and didn't live very long. He was buried in Bloogi@rove Cemetery on the
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plot where Grandfather Daily was buried and | retbet Rev. Joe Allen came from
Dabhlgren to preach his funeral and would not evamept train fare for his services.
Preachers in that day seldom accepted anythingréarching funerals and few of them
received much from the churches as pastor.

Clara and Charlie found a place near McLeansbolangig to a school teacher,
Lawrence Lambert, and they moved to his farm anariighdid a great deal of work
for him. Lawrence Lambert taught the school at $iarbve one year while we were
going there and | remember that he gave me myingbping in school. | was trying to
memorize a poem, had put my book in the desk arstmuang to say it over. He didn't
see my book and told me to get to studying. | kadd | was studying and he thought |




was lying to him and came back and whipped metelratird explained to him what |
was doing and he apologized for whipping me, sam@cted too hastily.

Business became very good at the store. We alledboak it, going to town after
groceries and taking off produce on Saturdays mo5tlthat time there were four
country stores on the section of land where Faingehool was located. C. A. Gibbs
continued about a year or so; a man named Hullirager store on extreme north side
of the district and a man named Carson on the easthcorner.

Before Charlie and Clara moved away, | rememberahaery important thing
happened in my life. We heard that Stephen Neallivbd in the Gunter district about
four miles away was to have a sale. His youngestGbarlie, had a bad case of
asthma and the doctor had advised them to go wehbts health. They decided to go
to New Mexico and were selling out to go. | wenthaCharlie and Clara to the sale. |
didn't find much to interest me at the sale, betng$pnost of the day playing with some
boys and girls. | remember that one was Hattie &uand the other was Mabel Neal,
ten or twelve years old. | fell head over heelwire with Mabel that day and decided
before the day was over that she was to be mysgifiee day and that it was the Lord's
will for it to be so.

Three or four years later they returned from Newxigle and a revival meeting was
going on at Ten Mile Baptist Church. | knew she {ddwe attending so | went one
night and sure enough, she was there. That vehy higas told that if | wanted a girl
friend he knew some one | could take home. | didast him who, for | thought |
knew and at the close of the meeting | asked thheedome, and she said yes; so the
courtship began. We had a very happy courtshigeafip four years and when | asked
her to be my wife, again she said yes.

We were married in the home of Rev. F. M. Lathameghodist preacher, pastor of
Pleasant Grove Methodist Church. | had hoped te laaBaptist preacher, either John
Maulding or Ola Allen, perform the ceremony, buttbwere away on preaching
appointments. Attending the wedding were my brgtHarry, and his girl, friend,
Naomi Brake, the preachers's wife, and a schoa nraiby Bennett. It was Sunday
afternoon about 4 P. M. on the 21st day of Marctb1% was snowing Sunday
morning, but the sun came out in the afternoonsént the night at Mr. Neal's home
and very early the next day left for Carbondalattend spring term of school there.
We obtained an apartment on Mills street; it had mmom and an annex, furnished for
light housekeeping.
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We got along nicely for several weeks; then thess w smallpox scare. They said the
little girl was exposed, and we were afraid of pejuarantined so we went home and
did not finish the term.

I recall that on our first trip home, after a mgntle were met in McLeansboro by
brother, Harry, and when we came over the hill meather's home we saw several rigs
and a crowd was gathered. They soon began shaotohgnging bells and we knew
that they had come to charivari us. We had notpiegared to treat them with so |
believe the boys rode me on a fence rail. We retlitn Carbondale as said before, but
did not finish the term.

When we returned home we found out that Harry aesli¢ wanted to go to Oklahoma
to teach school and as | had engaged Union schaebath that winter, we agreed to
stay home with mother to help run the country stdeethe chores and teach school.
Sure was a very busy winter, but we were happy.fizatrchild, a son, was born
January 23 of that winter, and we named him CyehNDaily. Don't know where we
got the Cyril, but the Neal was after his grandpts®n his mother's side. It was a very
bad night when he was born and | recall that kecaDr. Willie Hall from McLeansboro
and asked if he could come. The roads were verahdce came on horseback and
stayed most of the night. Walter Gibbs, our negghimr and wife, also had a baby
born that winter and we had a great time discussimgons when we visited together.

Back to school matters: | recall that when we mdrfrom Ewing at age about 17 we
went to Fairview school. Pearl Harper, Harry Gitdosl Ola Allen were some of the
teachers. The last year | went to grade schoadlréhat several of us were preparing
to teach and that the teacher, Ola Allen, met wétfat night to help us get ready for
the examinations. A retired teacher, Mr. Jenkifss) aet with us.

He was determined to stick to the old rules anéhifisins and would not give them up
for the new, so when we went to take the examinatie made a very low grade. |
passed the examination and obtained a second geatificate. | recall that when |

was taking the test on one of the subjects, orkeoépplicants sitting next to me fell
over on the floor and had what we then called fitso unnerved me and | did not get
finished writing on the subject. The County Supterdent called me up later and said |
made good grades on all the other subjects ancdbhdaved what went wrong on that
one. When | explained it to him he said to comekkiadown and he would give me
another test. | did and remembered that | maden92 o

I was not successful in getting a school thatdall when school opened | went on to
the grade school. However, after about two morttasQounty Superintendent called
me by phone and asked if | thought | could teatiost | told him | was willing to try
and he said, "Get on your horse and come to towimeirmorning and bring enough
clothes to last you a week." | went the next day la@ told me they had run teacher off
at a school near Norris City and asked if I'd tigake his place. It was about twenty
miles from home, but | arrived at one of the diog'sthome about noon, and he said
come in and eat dinner. He told one of the boygottell the other two directors to
come over and soon | had signed a contract tchfimig the term of school at $40.00
per month. They sent word around and school bdganéxt day.
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Chapter I

| was twenty years old when | began teaching aRRige school. | found a place to
stay with an old soldier named Bob McKenzie, arvwife. He was 75 and she 74
years old. They had two of their grandchildren stgyvith them, named Roy Cook and
Essie Cook. Essie went to the school, but I'm ng svhat Roy did; he didn't go to
school. | believe it was Mark Turntine that started school. They said all he wanted
to do was stay in the house and spark the girsaass and the boys didn't like that.
There were some very large boys in the school aey were so unruly that he soon
quit. The first day of school | said to the boysprhe on, let us choose up and play ball
or something." | played with them and they likedttko | got along sine with them. |
taught the next year there also. Mr. Mckenzie baidnd his wife were getting too old
to keep me so | found another place, but had a smase and no private room. So |
went and begged the McKenzies to let me come hatiketm and they let me do so.
They had cows, hogs and horses and | told thenuldstend the stock and milk the
cows for them, but they said, if you want some eigseryou can saw some wood and
put it on the porches. They used King Heaters andeld the wood up in poles. | sure
had good exercise that winter at that woodpile yTordy charged me $2.00 per week
board and room and 25 cents per week for horse Tdesecond year my salary was
raised to $45.00 per month and | paid them $2.75week board and room and 25
cents horse feed. | could have taught at Pig Rishgeher year, but got Shady Grove
school and decided to stay home.

| believe that my brother, Harry, taught at Fawidgne year before going to Oklahoma.
After one year there Leslie married Rella Dewittl she went to Oklahoma with him.
Harry stayed with them. Also they took a cousingivd Leslie, but he did not stay
long. However, he married an Indian girl and braugtr home with him and they lived
on one of his places not far from our old home alaoyear and separated and she went
back to Oklahoma. He afterward went to her andl tigelive with her, but they soon
separated again, and he came back to lllinoisjrogdif. They had one son, named
Chester, but he stayed with his mother.

Father had been a very religious man though heatidhow it by outside emotions. He
really lived it in his home and school life. He andther belonged to Blooming Grove
Baptist church near McLeansboro, lllinois. He arathmer are both buried there. Now
to spiritual experiences: | have already statetlithad a feeling at age eight that God
wanted me to preach the Gospel, but my next spiriaeling came at the age of
sixteen when my father died at Ewing, lllinois. k&thad been a very religious man
though he did not show it by outside emotions. étly lived it in his home and school
life. He and mother belonged to Blooming Grove Bagthurch near McLeansboro,
lllinois. He and mother are both buried there. gi@ve is very near that of Rev. J. D.
Hooker, a preacher whom father greatly admirealielse he was the one who
preached father's funeral. | recall that T. W. Biggaff and J. D. Underwood had both
been County Superintendents of Schools in Hami@ionnty. They sang in the choir
and both gave testimony of the religious life aratkwof father in the schools. It was at
his grave when | saw the casket being loweredthtayrave that | felt that though
father's body was being lowered into the grave higsoul was in heaven, and |
desired to meet him there. | believe, | would hegeome a Christian then if someone
had talked to me about it.
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The next spiritual feeling | recall was when | atled a revival meeting over in White
County while teaching at Pig Ridge. | went with R&gok to the meeting and a man
came back to me when the invitation was given akeaif | was a Christian. | told

him | was not. He pointed his finger in my face &adt, "Young man, don't you know
that you are not fit to teach school not being asfian." This offended me very much
at the time, but | went to my bed that night medigon what he said, and knew that
he had spoken the truth. The next year, while tegct Shady Grove, | attended a
revival at Ten Mile Church. J. A. Musgrave was évangelist and Rev. Oscar Bell was
the pastor. Rev. Bell came back to me several sitghtry to get me to go to the altar
but | refused. Finally, after he had come sevegiits, and the evangelist preached on
why a school teacher should be a Christian | wetihé altar to seek the Lord. After
going to the altar two or three nights | decidetitoayo back, but when night came on |
couldn't seem to stay away. | went to the altamadmut didn't seem to get anywhere;
finally in desperation | said, Lord show me the vea I'll take it. The scripture came
to me, "I am the way, the truth and the life," dis¢emed to see Christ on the cross
dying for me, and | said, "Lord, I'll take Him," dssuddenly the burden was gone and |
knew that my sins had been forgiven and | was sdvede and made open profession
of my faith; | asked Harvey Lambert to forgive rfa, | had thought him to be a
hypocrite and | went back in the congregation yadrpersuade George Denbo to go to
the altar. I'm sure | would have joined the chutwdt night, but it was the last night of
the revival and the pastor was away and the eviahgeler gave the invitation for
church membership. It was two years before | joia@thurch and was baptized, but |
knew all along that was what | should do.

When Leslie and Harry came back from Oklahoma, Hand | decided to go to
Brown's Business College at Centralia, lllinoisg aake the combined bookkeeping and
shorthand course. By enrolling together we coule: gan per cent on out tuition. We
went to Centralia and rented a duplex house fd@Gper month. We each took three
rooms and furnished them with cheap second hamitdive at a cost of less that
$50.00 each. While there we tried to attend thetidwn Baptist Church, but found it
too uppity we thought for us so we decided to attemission that was being held in a
store building. We organized a quartet and sangsamd | taught some in Sunday
School, but was never asked about church membe#sloipg the latter part of the
winter a man came to the college seeking a booldefep a coal mine. He was W. S.
Burris from Sesser, lllinois. Harry and | both naéth him and he said that the first one
of us finishing come to Sesser and he would waitifo i finished first, because Harry
had to be off about a month when his first daughv®s born. | moved my family to
Sesser and began working in a coal office in spftP16.

We had only lived in Sesser about three months waersecond child was born, a
daughter; we named her Imogene. Later in life sieptained because we only gave
her one name, but we told her we thought Imogereabaut the same as two names.
We lived in a small three room house on West ma@es not far
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from the Catholic Church. Mabel's mother came &y stith us a while, but only
remained two weeks. Mr. Neal drove down and toakhoene.

About a week later Mr. Burris took a trip to Chicaand when he returned he came
into the office and said, Herman | have been filed,have been to Du Quoin and
bought out a small mine and would like to have gowlong with me and help develop
it. He said he would make me chief clerk and | darbw up with the mine. Said he
would pay me a little more now and raise my satye became able. | accepted the
proposition. He said Charlie Booker was going alambe top boss and they were
loading his and Charlie's things in a car thatrafien and if I'd go home and get my
things ready he would send his wagons after theenwdht home and made ready and
by 4 P. M. were on our way back to McLeansboro.dem® was only three weeks old.
Mabel and the children stayed at her parents aveht September 1st to Du Quoin to
find a place for my furniture. The car had arrised! they were unloading it and Mr.
Booker said | could store it at his house untdurid a place. | found a place the next
day on East Cole Street, a five-room house, varg hthought, and rented it from
harry Eaton for $12.50 per month.

I moved the furniture in one day, then rode my blieyto Sesser and led our little cow
back the next day. | thought | could ride the bieyand lead her, but she wouldn't go a
step, so | had to walk and push the bicycle and lfes all the way. She became so
tired | almost had to drag her the last few mimg,we made it. | went up town,
through the park and saw that they had built zeléagpernacle in the park and were
having a revival meeting. All the churches weremrating in it and they were having
large crowds: | went in late and sat down on theklseat. Steve Burke was the
evangelist and a man named Hobbs was assistingitiinthe music, etc. That first
night when he gave the invitation | saw a blackdesman come down from the
platform and start down the aisle. | had a fediliagvas coming to me and sure enough
he was. He came to me and said, "Young man, yatsteanger to me but I'm
wondering if you are a Christian." | told him | wa$e said, what church do you belong
to; | said none. | said I've been a Christian twarng and you're the first man who has
spoken to me about church. He said he was thermpafstoe First Baptist Church and if
that was the church of my choice he would be gtedbive me come forward as a
candidate for baptism and membership in the churshid, "I'm ready.” So | joined the
church that night.

My wife and kiddies came to Du Quoin a short tinfterathat and she joined the

church and we tried to become faithful members. él@w, with two small children to
care for, she could not take a very active pait]lsang in the choir, taught a class of
Intermediate boys, was treasurer of the churclfiofar years and acted as counselor for
the Royal Ambassador band of boys.

Rev. C. W. Culp was our pastor for six years amthtRev. R. F. Doll came from
Louisville, Ky., to be pastor. They were both ggwdachers and pastors, and | learned
many things from them. Rev. Culp was a simple npteeacher, but Rev. Doll, a
seminary graduate, of Louisville Seminary, preactwst my head. He spent

-11-




From Eight to Eighty

lots of time in study preparing his sermons. It wéadle Rev. Culp was pastor that we
put on the seventy-five million campaign for foreigiissions and other mission causes.
We signed up to tithe our income, made a pledg@yoboth Home expense and
Missions and found a great blessing in renderingithe through the church.

It was while Rev. Doll was pastor that Evangelistrly Evans came from Fort Worth,
Southwestern Seminary, to help in a revival meetibgcame a volunteer for special
service and surrendered to preach during that medtdecided | wanted to attend
Southwestern Seminary to prepare for it. | enraltethe Extension Department of the
Seminary and took some correspondence work thavemsinteresting and helpful to
me.

Not long after we came to Du Quoin to live Mr. Ndetided to leave the farm and
come to Du Quoin. He came with his team and wagaohssarted hauling coal from the
Jewell mine. They stayed with us for a while andképt his team in Albert Davis' barn
on North Vine Street. Dallis, having lost his wifad a baby in death, stayed with his
folks and they moved down and rented a house fraliiaktv Greenwood. Later they
bought a place from a Mr. Taggert on South Waltrge® and Dallas started working at
the Jewell mine. Mr. Neal had quite a lot of groamdi he began to garden it. He lived
close to the mine and Mr. Burris gave him a jolmight watchman which he kept for a
long time; and raised lots of garden truck in theser time.

Quite a few of our relatives came down from Hamilt@ounty to find work. Seems like
at that time farming was at a low ebb and wage®\geod here so our relatives
became many and prosperous. Charlie Neal was wimafi they came here and Mr.
and Mrs. Neal kept Willard. Both boys had papeteswand did very well with them.
When they finished high school, Charlie and Hahbéhl decided they wanted to be
barbers. They went to St. Louis and attended agbadilege and Charlie became an
apprentice barber in the upstairs shop of an alddyson West Main Street. Later
Charlie decided to build a shop on the corner oftiéain and Walnut Streets and has
been a successful barber for many years. Now inesesmi-retirement and seems to be
doing well. He married \elma Hill from Pinckneyeiland they seem to have had a
happy life, though they have no children. Harolchtw® Chicago to work in barber
shops there and his wife worked at Goldblatts émesal years. They finally returned
to Du Quoin and opened a restaurant on West MageBtand seemed to prosper.
They later sold it and opened another on East I8awet, but did not keep it long.
They sold it and built a motel on South Highway Bier selling it and building another
in Eldorado. They sold it and went to Florida andtianother, then sold it and took a
nice home in trade. Lucille worked for a Presbyerchurch many years and Harold at
a race track, but now both are retired and stél In Ft. Lauderdale.

Now from 25 to 35: Salary was raised to $90.00rpenth when we came to Du Quoin
and we began to try to save a little each monthimrebt in government bonds. Harry
Eaton raised our rent to $15.00 per month andédskm if he would sell the property
to us. He gave us a price of $1,250.00 and we $266.00
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down and borrowed $100.00 from the First Bank anflCo. and bought it. Also
bought a lot from Tom Mifflin just west of ours f8200.00 and paid $10.00 down and
agreed to pay $10.00 per month. We agreed to pap&2month to the bank with
privilege of paying more, so decided to try to deulp and pay these amounts every
pay if possible. We paid them out at that rate @dexided to build another house on the
vacant lot and did so. Bought a ready-cut housa Bears Roebuck. Walter Gibbs
came down to help build it, but he got home-sicll aent home; then we got Charlie
Gunter to help finish it. It cost $2,600.00, but b@rowed the money from the Bank,
agreeing to pay $30.00 per month, but paid thatewneach pay until we had it paid
out. We moved into it and rented the little houze$20.00 per month and that helped
us meet payments on the other one. We lived imétve house about a year, then
decided to rent it and move to an apartment owestbre building on North Division
Street.

It was while working at Jewel Coal office that ked for a vacation and was told that
if | would go between pays and get back in timenake up payroll, it would be O. K.
So went to McLeanshoro for a week and returneéhtblfyle Flavel in our place. He
had returned from the Navy and he and his fathddoaight an interest in the mine
and | was let out. | was not told this but Mr. Bsisaid | was too much of a church
man to suit him, said he would give me a good renendation. | told him | didn't want
a recommendation from a man like him, so | tooknyptypewriter and left. Brother A.
W. Essick offered me a job helping him work up arf?€ounty Homor Roll for the
soldier boys and | began work for him. This wasg/@antemporary job so | began to
look around and found a vacant building at 22 N@itfision Street and suggested to
Dallas Neal he go into poultry business with me.

Dallas Neal was working at the mine and he agreamtnto partnership with me, so
we rented the building at $40.00 per month and nahittken coops and egg cases and
advertised that we would pay cash for produceinktthat Mrs. Frank Dry was our

first customer. She said she was thankful that slesvwouldn't have to take due bills
for produce, or trade them all out.

We put about three hundred dollars each into tisinbaes and after the first days
business we were just about broke, but we shippetrg and eggs to Chicago and the
second day after, we got our first check. We magdeaal profit on our first shipment,
and were over the first hurdle. We soon were abkedd a small stock of groceries and
we employed Lillian Neal, bought a hack and hoosaditlivery and to haul off
produce. The first year was very good, but Dallas wot interested in continuing. |
had engaged to teach Wheatley school and had esly in the store on Saturdays, but
decided not to continue teaching. Harry agreeditoHalf or Dallas Neal's part and be
a silent partner with me. | bought the other hatf @ontinued to give full time to the
business. Dallas Neal and Lillian Kelly decidedyéd married, and | hired Thelma
Fullerton, a niece, to help in the store.

Mother and leslie wrote me that they had decidesktictheir store to Mr. Tom Smith
and wanted my advice about it. | wrote them thétéfy decided to sell out to come to
Du Quoin and | would sell them part of my interiasthe store and we could enlarge
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the stock and all made a living in it. They sold #tore to Thos. Smith and he
afterward sold out to Mr. Ed Jenkins and he moveresand building to his home
across from Fairview school. Mother and Leslie mbi@Du Quoin and we all went in
together in the store, each having one-fourth @sieHarry retained his interest as
silent partner. We each added $100.00 to the besipat in a new meat box and
Leslie took over as butcher. We hired a boy toh#odelivering, | managed the grocery
department and mother helped as clerk and we predjire the business. We bought
meat from Armour & Co. and Swift & Co. until Du QadPacking Co. started business,
then bought most of our meat from them. Mother bbggme stock in their business.
We arranged to buy cream for the Du Quoin Crearaadyreally did a big business
with the farmers.

About 1922 we figured we were having to pay sug frisurance that it would be a
good investment to build our own store buildingefidhwas a 45 by 80 ft. lot south of
our store that belonged to the Pierce estate ararraaged to buy it and let N. C.
Stacy have half of it and we built a building tdgat We talked to Mr. Smith at First
Bank & Trust Co. about a loan. He suggested thabwild a two-story building and let
the upper rooms help pay for the building. Mr. $tagreed and we decided to take his
advice. We paid $2,500.00 for the lot and borro®&@,000 to build. We decided to
pay ourselves rent on downstairs, rent the upstaiispay all income, except taxes,
insurance and upkeep on the building monthly, pgsrést monthly and apply balance
on principal. This we did until the debt was paidull. We hired a Mr. green to lay the
bricks and Charlie Gunter to do the carpenter vaorkhe building. Mr. Stacy
suggested that | superintend construction and Ré&igt take care of bookkeeping work
free gratis and it worked out fine that way. Wesfired the building and moved in some
time in 1923.

Business in the store was good, but | knew thatneasvhat the Lord had for me, so |
signed up for correspondence work with Southwesseminary and began on Old
Testament History, later New testament History amidyed this preparation very
much. | wanted to go to Seminary but didn't see howawuld leave the store, but
something happened to change things. Jewell Mitetlfto pay off, they closed it

down, and Harry came in the store and said he wiasfa job. | said, "No you're not."
He said, "Why not" | suggested that he take myeplache store as he was already in
the partnership and | would go to spring term at$eminary. This he agreed to do and
I made ready to go. Started May 18, 1924. and afteeek’s driving, arrived in Fort
Worth, found a duplex furnished apartment, enrcdlad started studying Theology and
Music. After the spring term ended i came homewarked in creamery during the
summer time.

We went back to the Seminary for the fall term. \feted our two homes on East Cole
Street for $55.00 per month and that helped usioexpenses a great deal. We
worked some that year, | at a grocery store anithgltine Christmas season Mom
worked at Montgomery Ward store and we got by weelt that year. We came home
again that summer and | arranged to do some calgemvork for a book company in
Memphis, Tenn.. Did not work steady at it, but didke over $100.00 for seventeen
day's work.
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Before returning to the Seminary in the fall, Dalgothers decided to buy my interest
in the store, which amounted to over $1,800.00wamadnade it through the second
year without going in debt. The third year wadtéeliharder, but | had become pastor
of a small mission and it had begun paying some@leapenses; also the Seminary
Hill Church paid $10.00 on our expenses and itéeIponsiderably. When we returned
home the second year, we told the Lexington Stviiegion to secure someone else as
pastor, and when we returned in the fall we becpastor of a mission just across the
Trinity River called Valley View Mission. We enjogieour work with them and it was
also good experience. Had a good revival with aginer named Warren as evangelist,
and had several professions of faith.

We rented another duplex apartment the last twesyiaaschool, bought our own
furniture, second-hand, for $50.00 and sold it wiverleft to an English preacher
named Hoy for the same price. he moved into theesgmartment. Expenses were
higher the third year, and that had raised theepgrit music lessons, rent raised some,
and we had to borrow $600.00 from mother to fisishool, which we paid back with
interest.

| came home about a month before graduating tolgagprospect for a pastorate at
Carlinville, Illinois. Supplied for them two Sundsythey did not call me and | heard
later it was because | was not a University graelidte came home after graduation,
and did not have long to wait for a pastorate JDM. Pepper, State Secretary,
recommended me to a church at Granite City. | i@ma trial sermon and was called
to be their pastor at a salary of $1,700.00 per. yideeir former pastor, it seemed, had
become despondent, and took his own life. It madficult for us, but we tried not to
let it hinder our efforts, and we never did ledra full particulars about his death.
Church was very low when we went, but we did Idtgisiting, attendance and interest
increased and we enjoyed the work there. Our tfiild was born there and we named
her Flora Ann, after both her grandmothers. Drtéuwas the attending physician and
was very good to us. Imogene, now just ten yearssoiffered from kidney trouble and
he treated her and furnished medicines withoutgehethatever. We have never
forgotten his generosity.

We tried to lead the church into a real financialgpam, got them to adopt a budget
and planned to make a canvass. We appointed assmgaommittee, mostly
deacons, had a meeting with them, and urged thenake their pledges before going
out, but most of them refused to do so. We wenadhvgth the canvass, got eleven
families to agree to tithe income, and about twerther pledges. It greatly increased
the church income though and the second year wieesdwepted a budget and put on a
canvass it was more successful. The treasurethteldhurch that he was sure that
seven families had tithed their income and theydieein more than all the rest of the
members. This had its influence on the rest otthech. He also said he had noticed
that these seven families had prospered more tapfahose who did not tithe.

The church owned a tabernacle building, built @®dt. square no parking space and
no room to build larger, so we urged them to trddebuilding for a vacant lot much
larger and start building a basement on it. A magh & much larger corner lot and
offered
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us $300.00 difference and a vacant store buildingeet in while building. We began
and finished the basement with volunteer laborahen it was finished we only owed
$400.00 on it.

We had taken up subscriptions on the basement, @rf$G,400.00, and asked them to
pay within three months. While we were building tifferings on building fund were
more than was subscribed. We curtained off the mestare building for classes,
moved in and turned the old building over to thechaser. He made a garage and
filling station out of it, and we had better attande in the store building than we had
in the old building. We had a dedication servicewlwe moved into the basement; the
pastor of First Baptist Church brought the dedaathessage, and at a service in the
basement at noon hour, the ladies presented i dlked lamb that had a check for
$50.00 as a love offering for my labor and leadershthe building. In his message the
First Church pastor estimated that the value obteement was at least $10,000. |
must mention that a young man who said he wascctdi@reach, and was out of work,
spent most of the summer working on the churckkéd the men of the church to give
$1.00 each on a suit of clothes for him and weegaiugh to order him a tailor-made
suit and pay for it. He sure was surprised andegative of it. | learned later that he
went to the mountain region around Chattanoogan.Teimd was pastoring mountain
churches.

While at Granite City we had a great revival megtRev. William Wigger and
Evangelist Joe Jeffers came to visit me one dagy Baid that Evangelist Jeffers had a
meeting scheduled in St. Louis, but for some reddosd been cancelled and he had a
two week open date. Rev. Wigger recommended himvighly and | had heard of

him. | told them | would take the matter up witle tbhurch and let them know. It was
during the depression and work and money was \e&axcs, in fact the church was
behind with the pastor's salary. Jeffers said heldvoome for free will offering and be
responsible for and satisfied with what they gaee church voted to have him come,
and from the first night the house was packed. Maglts people were turned away or
stood in the aisles or at the windows. We had @4@rprofessions of faith and 82
additions to the church, most of them by baptisheyTraised more than $300.00 for
the evangelist and pianist, and the last nightdked for pledges to pay what was owed
the pastor, it was oversubscribed and overpakinki

| had an appointment to help the Community Heigttarch in revival two weeks after
our revival. They had 26 professions in prayer imegstthe week previous to the
revival and we had 26 more professions during theting.

Without solicitation | had three calls to leave &her fields. Elkville Baptist Church,
Nashville Church and the mission work of the NingeMssociation contacted me and
| suppose because of so many relatives in Du Queihled to accept Elkville Church.
We had a revival scheduled for Evangelist Musgi@v@ranite City and he was much
put out that | left before the time for the revivaiit | thought he could help them get a
pastor and it seems he did and they soon had argiastg in the field. They built a
$7,000 parsonage for him on the rear of the lotresiiee had built the basement and
the church seemed to make good progress.
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Now to digress a little about my relatives in Duo®u I've already written about
mother and Leslie and wife moving there. Beford thlaile | was working in Jewell
Coal Mine office, the superintendent suggesteceted some help as he planned to




open an office in town, so | suggested that | hadogher at Christopher with same
qualifications as | had. He said to have him com&r @and go to work. So brother,
Harry, came, moved to Du Quoin and began to wotkénoffice at the mine and |
went to work in an uptown office.

Brother-in-law, Charles S. Gunter, lived in the ttahpart of the state and desired to
move where they could send the children to schedlcurch. | suggested they move
to Du Quoin and they did, and Charlie built a hameNorth Division Street, and also a
rental home next to it. He then got into the Catpes Union and worked for Kimmel
Lumber Co., Harry Eaton, and others.

George Fullerton and family also moved to Du Quid George worked for many
years a teamster for Kimmel Lumber Company andafsed his family here.

For some reason George Fullerton lost his job atniél's and he and Etta opened a
cream buying station on West Main Street. They lateved to a building on North
Chestnut Street and bought cream from the farnoenmény years and made a fairly
good living.

Many of the children and grand-children live in Quoin, but some have scattered to
other places. Our son, Donnie, lives in Califordiayighter, Imogene, lives near Joliet,
lllinois, daughter, Flora Ann, and family live indvton, and son, Cyril, lives in Du
Quoin. He has worked for the Du Quoin Packing Camyfar over thirty years, lives
on North Winters Street and has been a great belp in our retirement years. Cyril
and Dollie lived with her father, and Dollie tookre of her aged father and after his
death she had a nervous break-down and has nowsesince. On the advice of a St.
Louis specialist she went to the Anna State Hokfaitaa while and is now improved.

On the death of Mr. Neal about twenty years aga. Meal came to live with us at 208
South Division Street. We had a double garage erb#itk of our lot and | suggested
that if the idea suited her | would build an apamtnand she could live by herself. She
said she would like that so we built a three-rograrement and she had some fainting
spells and the doctor said it wasn't safe for bdive alone. She moved back in with us
and lived with us until her death at the age of8érs. We built another room on the
apartment and sold it on contract to Patricia RBree and her grandmother and her
mother lived there for several years. pat stillgjdmit is not home much. Her
grandmother died and her mother is now in the ngisome in Du Quoin.

As previously stated, we moved to Elkville to beeopastor of the church about 1929.
Our work started well there, but there had beeplitis the church and a group had
organized another baptist Church after the BoygdoTaype. We had a good vacation
Bible school with 157 enrolled and a fairly googival with Rev. John Maulding doing
the preaching. However, the Dowell Mine closed dand so many of the men were
out of work and it almost ruined our finances. Titeasurer suggested that she wouldn't
blame me if | found another church. | did not seak, but the
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pastor of First Baptist Church had been pastoraatCand told me they were looking
for a pastor and he would get me an appointmdmwifs interested. | went with my
family and preached for them one Sunday and wéedctide following Wednesday
night to be their pastor. We spent almost five gedth them.

Soon after we moved to Carmi they had a deacoresimge Most of them were elderly
men, J. D. Mathias, then superintendent at theaorabe, was chairman of the Board
and he said if | just hover up under their wingsytivould make a great preacher out of
me. | didn't like that but said nothing. | was tbldanother pastor that he had run off
the last seven pastors they had had within a yeémes \We had some great revivals
while | was there. Dr. W. K. Sisk, A. J. Johnson &ev. \ernon Miles all served as
evangelists and we had many additions to the chuitwdd lots of weddings while
there. | suppose it was because it was a countyt@en. They had a school at the
children's home then, but used a bus to bring ltfiidren in to church and several of
them were converted and joined the church. We spant happy hours visiting with
them in the home.

While at Carmi we started broadcasting once a manhttarrisburg. We had great
cooperation from the church and choir. It was aghelp we thought especially in
enlisting the young people. During our last yeaCatmi Cyril went to Bolivar, Mo., to
a Junior College and Imogene went to Hopkinsuili, Cyril went to Bolivar two

years and received a certification of graduatian,limogene did not find just what she
wanted at Hopkinsville, so we sent her to a colkbge majored in music and she
graduated there. She stayed with Harold and Ludilal most of the time while there.
I think it was Parks Conservatory of Music in We$ticago, a Swedish college.

While at Carmi | made some mistakes, some funnysante not. First was | invited a
member home to play checkers while wife went toegting. Mistake was that | beat
him eight out of ten games and he never did askonpéay checkers again, and don't
think he liked me from then on. Again the supenident of the Children's Home was
having difficulties with Bro. E. W. Reeder and tadled Bro. Reeder a vile name in my
presence. | rebuked him for it and told him BroeBer was my friend, and he never
liked me after that. Another time in a businesstngd had to call him down on a
point of order and he got mad and went home. lée to call the men of the church
together to plan to get rid of me, but they dide¢m to get anywhere. | made the
mistake of not letting it drop there. | asked tharch to put him and another deacon
on the inactive list for one year. They did so #meltrouble really started.

A pastor friend in Granite City heard | had diffiteis and advised a plan to have the
church choose an executive committee includinthalldeacons and other church
officers to meet and recommend solutions to probldrmdid not do so, but wish now |
had. A lawyer friend of theirs insisted we call #rer business meeting to reconsider
the matter. | agreed and they ran in all the orpifdldren and workers that belonged
to the church to vote and they only carried by wote. | think | could have stayed on
but I did not want to split the church, so decidedesign. Again, | confess that | made
a mistake in not letting the matter drop after
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the men's meeting. Another mistake | may have madein allowing the church to fire
the treasurer because he would not send in théomis®ney that the church had
voted to be a preferred item in the budget. | thinkuld have talked them out of that,
but | didn't. Another mistake was in resigning tieirch and leaving so quickly. | think
I should have taken two or three month's timend finother church.

We moved back to Du Quoin in the fall of 1935 aedted a house from Andy
Guerretez on North Walnut Street. It was a largeskand Willard Neal and his wife
occupied part of the house. Daily Brothers had hbogt the Frank Wells Grocery and
asked me to manage it for them. | finally bouglanitt moved it to West Main Street in
the Carl Bates property. Cyril came home from gelland we started a Cloverfarm
Store. We rented the building for a few monthsntheothers and | put a bid on the
building and bought it for $3,000. We hired Cha@ianter to help us remodel it, make
apartments upstairs and it turned out to be a geogl investment. We hired Willard
Neal to be the butcher in the store a while, tloedk him in as a partner. | was called to
be pastor of the Old Du Quoin Baptist Church, hiaig, but before a month they
called me as full time pastor. Was pastor therestithree years when a committee
came to ask if | would be interested in becominggiohary in Nine Mile Association. |
told them when Bro. Propst resigned | had a feetliag God wanted me in that
position, but | had said nothing to anyone aboutsbld my interest in the store to
Cyril and Willard and gave full time to the missiaork for four years. Cyril and

Willard did not do so well in the store, did too chucredit business, so | bought Willard
out and we decided to close the store and Dailgr#rs took over our stock of
groceries. We did not go broke, for we paid evesljad we owed, but we lost over
$1,300.00 in bad debts in the deal.

We bought a home on East Main Street while MissipoéNine Mile, then one day a
committee from Williamson Association came to seeasking if | would come to their
Annual meeting and preach. They wanted a Missioaadywanted their people to hear
me. | was elected to be their missionary and boadtduse in Johnson City, a six-room
house for $850.00 and hired John Vancil and Alviddgrs to come and help do some
remodeling. We were only Missionary there abouearywhen the Committee from
North Benton came and asked us to come to NorttidBenr a trial sermon. We went
and were called to be their pastor and moved thieoait 1940. We sold the house in
Johnson City for $1,450.00 net, had free rent fgear and cleared about $300.00 on
it. We rented a house in Benton for a while, tHemdhurch bought a parsonage and we
moved into it.

Rev. L. G. Hartley had been called to be pastdath Benton and had bought a
home there; then he decided not to come, and tealddime on his hands. | persuaded
the church to buy the home for a parsonage andudid a lot of work remodeling it.
The upstairs had not been finished and we put sheebn the entire upstairs.

We enjoyed the work there. While there we sugget$taiwe put on a stewardship
campaign and asked Bro. Reeder to come help usahie and preached several
nights and we put on an every- member canvassatrfidtg-seven to agree to tithe.
We only had
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about thirteen previous to that. The weekly offgsimcreased from about $50.00 per
week to over $200.00 per week.

We left the North Benton Church in about 1945 aeddme missionary of the Salem
South Association and moved to Mt. Vernon, lllind¢e bought a house on the east
side for $3,350.00 and did some remodeling oruit double windows in dining room,
put asbestos siding on, venitian blinds, and reatgdhe upstairs, or a portion of it.
Spent about $500.00 on it, lived in it a year amd & when we left for $5,500.00. We
had a tent meeting in two locations in Mt. VernBorrowed the tent from the
Williamson Association or Flanklin Association--fmtten which. But weather turned
so bad that it was not very successful. | went tnipao Miama, Fla., on a bus to
attend the Southern Baptist Convention at my owgeasge. Enjoyed the Convention,
but got nervous on trip and lost weight. Somehowoes condition and loss of weight
continued and | felt unable to continue, so resiginem the Missionary work and
moved back to Du Quoin.

Mother died and left us some money, so we decidduly a place at the edge of town,
take only part time pastorates and give some tinteduperate. Decided to go into real
estate and insurance, studied for them and totk &esl became a real estate and
insurance broker. Continued in this manner fotelein years. Had an office over Daily
Bros. Grocery for a while, then moved it to therrefithe downstairs. | became
treasurer for the Nine Mile Baptist Association aigb agent for Modern Woodmen
Life Insurance Co. Kept both offices for twelve y&aPastored churches at Horse
Prairie, Buckner, Sand Ridge, Rickview and Ashlegt gave some time to a mission of
the Old Du Quoin Church at the Highbank School bBous

While pastoring churches at Sand Ridge and Buckmgan to have bowel and
stomach trouble and constipation. Suddenly waskstni while preaching at Sand Ridge
Church. Had Dr. Kelley come see me and he saidst gto the hospital immediately.
X-rays showed that | had a stoppage in the largstime which proved to be a tumor.
Doctor prepared me for an operation, but in comfeeewith another doctor, decided to
send me to a specialist in St. Louis. Had a miparation, then after a three week
buildup, had a major operation and had sixteeneaddi large intestine removed to get
rid of the tumor. Sure was relieved when they anced that the tumor was not
malignant and took some time to recover from therafion. Rev. Lester Teel,
missionary of Franklin Association, supplied for ate(Buckner Church. | resigned at
Sand Ridge and when | got able, became half tirstopat Horse Prairie.

My wife called my attention to an ad in paper albsrmhe fabricated homes. We had
bought bonds and saved some money so | decideddstigate. | went to St. Louis
and purchased one for price of $1,350.00 for steetie, bought a lot on Cedar Avenue
and about 1950 began first one. We were well gadisfith this one. In fact we moved
into it and lived in it a year. We afterward bought built six of these homes and sold
them on contract. We had Brooks Trogola haul mbttem from the factory in
Alabama but had to discontinue that on accoumtefstate commerce laws. Also the
company refused to guarantee the price on them so
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| decided to discontinue and build some houses omatch. Brooks Trogola sold me
lumber, hauled from Alabama and | built three shomes and sold them on contract.
At one time | had eleven homes sold on contraat.\ery well with this project and
continued to pastor part time churches. As | re€ilirman and Galum were the last
two churches pastored when | retired at age sixg/-f

About this time, our son-in-law, Robert Jenningepvihad been living in E. Peoria, was
assigned by LeTournea's to a job that took him ana@y home much of the time and
they decided to move here. They moved into ourtapart house that Mrs. Neal had
vacated, but looked for a house to buy suitabletfeir large family. They finally
decided on the Merril Provart home, 218 South visStreet and purchased it. Leslie
A. Daily financed it for them. The house needed twftrepair. Bob put in a new
furnace and his Dad came and helped build cabinéte kitchen. It had two old
rooms on the back that seemed to be past repasorigore them down and built a
bathroom and utility room on the back for them @ndade a nice home. After three or
four years Bob was to be stationed in Louisvillg,, ke thought permanently, so they
moved and we bought their home and moved intodtrented our home at 208 S.
Division.

About this time L. P. Starkweather, our son-in-ldecided to buy a lot and build a
home on the Pass Gate Road to the fairgroundso&ved them the money and |
helped him build a three-bedroom modern home. THuaght the lot from Harold
Neal. It was a nice home. They lived there fivergend he decided to accept a
position with a coal company in Indiana and mowe®&obinson, lllinois. We bought
their home for $10,000 and moved into it, and sélhome we had lived in in Du
Quoin to Pleasant Vaughn and wife. He had four lamgssomehow his wife took sick
and died and left him alone to raise his four béjesdecided to live on there and try to
raise the boys himself, but finally decided to poitne of them in the Children's Home
in Carmi and pay for their keep. This worked outdawvhile, but when the children got
a little larger he decided to bring them all hoiMe.decided to roof the house and put
vinyl siding on it and we loaned him on contract thoney to finance it. However, we
purchased twenty feet of his ground and allowed$W®.00 off his contract for it. We
then sold 15 feet to Pat Riva and bought or exaobdifige more feet on south for five
feet on the north side of place and added it tgptage. So now, Vaughn had 62 ft.
front, Pat 50-ft front and we have 55 ft. frontage.

i 11, 100 East Praitin |

When Bob's left E. Peoria, they sold a place they thought to our son, Don, and he
was living alone, working days and going to schatatight at Bradley U. We decided
to rent our place on Pass Gate Road and moveRedtia and live with Donnie a




while. Rented our house to an Advent preacher wied iin it four years, then left and
we rented it to his successor for another threezamalf years. He decided to leave
here and we sold the place to Charles E. Bishopndrwife, for $11,500.00 on
contract. They wanted some more ground so we asildHsleal and wife to sell us 50
feet off their place and they did for $1,500.0GsHRip paid $2,450.00 on it and we
added the balance to his loan and made him anotimtract which now calls for a
125-ft. frontage. When Donnie decided to leavadik and go to Hawaii to work for
the government we
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decided to purchase his home from him. We hadifethiave money to buy it from
Bob and Flora Ann so when we decided to come baéutQuoin we sold it to John
H. Vandusen and wife, and they are still payingitfon contract. They are now
arranging to borrow money from Community Bank irFieoria to pay out the balance
due.

Back to sickness experience: My hospital bill abBeness hospital was $357.00 and |
was thankful that we were able to pay it in fulle\Wad no insurance to cover it. Dr.
Sauer, who operated on me would not charge foopleeation; said he never charged
ministers. We were very grateful to him and toleh e felt he had saved my life. He
said if it hadn't been for the Lord you wouldn'there. We sure appreciated his
attitude and generosity. In about two weeks afterdperation | asked when | could go
home and he said, today if you want to, so we ddltether-in-law, Harold Neal, and
he and his wife came for us. | had lots of gashewtay home and the first night
suffered much pain, but began to improve and slgalp strength. Doctor said not to
do any hoeing or lawn mowing for some time. We &atice garden spot on South
Highway where we then lived and wife made gardem sammer and had a good one,
but it was hard to see her working in it and noabk to help her. In a few weeks |
returned to my pastorates and went back to reateeand insurance work.
Twenty-five years now since that operation and Igrateful to God for allowing me
these additional years to live on this earth.

Back now to a real profitable real estate investm@finen mother died as formerly
stated, she left us some money, so we found a plaseuth highway, about two acres
with a very good six-room house, for sale. We boiigthrough G. W. Allen for
$1,350.00 cash. We moved in it and had the finestan spot we have ever had. Also
built a double garage and repaired house somes@ddhe house and 68 feet for
$3,500.00. We sold 55 feet off the ground to FrRokneo to build a house on it for
$1,100.00, then bought a small house on northeasecthat had been sold off for
$1,000.00 and added it to our place. We remodéladhome, then built a garage on
the property and built a four-room apartment ahitneegarage. The highway wanted to
make a curve and offered to buy a corner off cacelfor $4,500.00, if we would

move our house back on the lot. We sold it to tl@ih moved the house back. Fritz
Gunter came and moved the house for $90.00 angere most of the $4,500.00
putting in bath fixtures, furnaces, septic tankg huilding extra rooms. Then we
decided to build another house on the only lot ae left. So we ordered the lumber
from Brooks Trogola, got John Vancil and Alva Bidgo help and built a nice home
on it. We later sold each of these three homealfout $4,000.00 each on contract. All
these contracts have been paid off without anydasany of them and we collected a
lot of interest on them and furnished several pebpimes.

Lord's work: We had many wonderful experiencesevhié were pastoring churches.
We attended most of the associational meetingst teethe Southern Baptist
Convention many times, but never asked for our egeg to be paid. Carmi church did
vote to pay our expenses to a convention in Memkisn. We stayed in a home at




$1.00 each night; they allowed us $60.00 and opeeses
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was $50.00, so | gave the treasurer back $10Wasla member of the lllinois Baptist
State Board one time and chairman of the committeeecommendations for new
Board members.

Now to retirement years: While pastoring at Clainm&e reached retirement age and
put in application for retirement. It took sevemanths to get our retirement checks,
but when they came through we received quite algeaan back pay. We also had
paid into ministry Retirement for twenty years anade application for that. Mabel
also was included in the supplemental plan. Thegdtrs retirement plan has really
paid off. We have not only received a nice cheahaaonth, but have received a
thirteenth check at Christmas for several yearsthadast two years have received
double bonus checks, making fourteen checks per yea

One mistake we made however, was in allowing theuftg Board to deduct $10.00
monthly from fund to be applied on an additionabaimt to be received by Mabel if
she outlived me. She would now have to live to Ieiradred years old for that to have
paid us.

Since retirement we have traveled some: One yeavem to visit Don and Judy and
family in Hawaii; three winters we have been toifdatia to visit them and one winter
we spent in Florida, at Floral City, Tampa andLtuderdale. We liked Ft. Lauderdale
the best, next to Hawaii. We have traveled as nascaround the world in airplanes,
and have enjoyed everyone of our trips. Cost histmen about five cents per mile.

We have put out a garden every year since retirgrtemyears on N. Oak Street, but
they built the Boys Club there and stopped us fgandening, but we've had garden at
Oren Furlow and Mrs. Chamness' places south ofinidhhave raised much of our
vegetables and given lots to our relatives andhheics.

Our West Virginia experience: When | was 74 yeddd dad a desire to do some
mission work, so applied to the Home Mission Baardive a year of free service on
some mission field in the U. S. A. | had to tak@rough examination as to doctrinal
and educational ability and get seven sighaturesmenending me for the work. It
finally went through and they gave us a choiceioé mifferent locations. We finally
chose to go to West Virginia. A church at Fairl&st Virginia, was sponsoring a
mission at Marlinton, W. Va., and they asked usdme visit them for a month at their
expense before coming to a definite decision. Wistwe Huntington, Va. on the 9th of
October, 1966, attended the State meeting, thea Bairlea church to preach next
day.

My wife says she hasn't minded our travels and ngpto different fields to work for
the Lord.




Now back to mission experience: | preached até&@iBaptist Church October 9th or
10th and they seemed to approve us so we went thre tilarlinton Mission, 45 miles
away over the mountains for the night service. Sofitee Fairlea folks also attended
the service and we had nine or ten in the nighticerWe went to a cafe with them
and had lunch after the service, then went to Mienti Hotel to spend the night. Their
charge for room was $5.00 per night. The Fairlaaahsaid to stay there until we
found a place that suited us. The next mornindgédsf they
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knew of a place or apartment we could rent andathg pointed one out, not a block
away from the hotel. | went to investigate. It veasice new three rooms and bath, cost
$65.00 per month. We rented it and moved in imntet}iaWe only had services on
Sunday night at first, then began having Thursdglytrservices. Tried to have Sunday
School and preaching service on Sunday morninglisabntinued that on account of
their lack of interest. We began visiting in thertes, tried to spend four afternoons a
week, wife always going along; we made at leastt®fiise calls in the five months we
were there.

The mission was in a vacant store building on EinNBireet, and we only had one oil
heater to heat it with. We had two back rooms vegltto buy a heater for, but could
not get it to work, so depended on one heaterafiandance increased; we had a
ten-day revival and had fair attendance. The Horissiom Board allocated $150.00
per month to our work and they sent the money taald us to pay our expenses first
and spend the balance as we saw fit. We boughtifieleums for the floors, curtain
materials for the windows, built a platform for thelpit and had it looking respectable
we thought. We had several professions of faithsawtral additions while there; also
had a young couple at first helping with the woilkoawvere very capable, but they
moved away and we missed them greatly. Enlistedgi& minister and wife who
lived over in Virginia 16 miles away, but they wexgreat help; named Leonard
Arnold. We joined the Fairlea Baptist Church aneiticontributed $25.00 monthly for
our gas expense, we gave $8.00 per week in thergffeand put all the collections in
the bank in the name of the Marlinton Baptist Missii think they had a good balance
when we left.

Our work seemed to be making good progress whegdibto have weak spells while
preaching and teaching and would have to sit sowhik. | went to a doctor for
examination and he said | had a heart conditionifarttad a home | had better go to
it. He gave me medication and said to take it ardecback in a week and he would
tell me what | should do. | went back the followiMgnday and he said | was worse
than the week before and he thought | should givtha work and go home. So, after
five months, we took his advice and came home Mag@th. Came through Charleston
and spent the night with Guy Fullerton and fanilgn to near Louisville where we
spent a night in a motel, then on home the next\d&@ywere sorry to give the work up,
but not in the least sorry we undertook it, forlmeeve heard good things from the
Mission. They have since built a mission or chunolise three or four miles out in the
country, have purchased a bus and are having gapidth. We hope we had a little to
do with their success. When we left it was timeetoeive another check from the
Home Mission Board, but | told the Fairlea churalsénd it back or use it for the
mission as we would not need it. | think we hadwat®250.00 left to pay our expenses
home. We came home for Christmas holiday, but paicown expense and did not
charge that to them.

Conclusion: Now in the fifteenth year of retiremerthank the Lord for fair health and
a desire to remain active in His service. We rejdithe Second Baptist Church and
have tried to co-
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operate with the pastors and interim pastors imyeway possible. We are not satisfied
with past achievements and wish we had done matgyezater things for the Lord, but
we have tried in our weak way to serve him faitlgfilrhe Lord had greatly blessed our
family and relatives these many years. We havesams-in-law and two wonderful
daughters-in-law and many grandchildren and gneatdghildren and they all seem to
be trying to live Godly and upright lives for whigke are thankful.

Flora Ann's daughters have all married the pastyfears, two of them married Baptist
boys and the other one a Catholic; however he sgpsbelief in the Baptist faith and
doctrine and is attending Sunday School and chwitthher. He has also professed
faith in Christ and we have hopes that he soonjeiillthe Baptist church. Flora Ann
and Bob have become foster parents of a familhrafet children from the Carmi
Children's Home, two boys and a girl. All have gixfed faith in Christ and have joined
the Morton Baptist Church and they are very prolihem. They are also becoming
dear to us and we now almost consider them asrandghildren too. One of our
granddaughters married a Catholic and joined hisath but has since regretted it and
has told him she could not continue to go to chuvith him as she couldn't believe
their doctrine. She has three children and we eaxgimg that she soon will return to a
Baptist church and rear her children in the Badih and doctrine. One of our
grandchildren that has reached years of accouityalé feel is still unsaved. James
Wesley Daily, Donnie's son, is going on ten anchepe he will soon be convicted and
converted and join a Baptist church.

| think | failed to mention that while we were ir& Peoria living with Herman Don,
we acted as interim pastor of three churches. Werg as follows: Oakwood Avenue
Baptist Church in E. Peoria, Roland Manner Ba@istirch near Washington, lllinois,
and North Pekin Baptist Church in Pekin, lllindige stayed with them as long as the
Annuity Board would then allow, and greatly enjoyiing so. Sometimes the weather
was very cold and disagreeable, way below zerogdalte time, and lots of snow was
on the ground most of the winter, but we didn'nsée mind the weather much then. |
also helped Donnie build an addition to his hotse,rooms and a bathroom, lay about
100 feet of sewer pipe. They have since pavedtthetsand we paid all the paving tax
and added it to the contract.

Seven years ago we traded for a 1964 Belaire Clegvitthad only been run a year
and had only 12,000 miles on it. We have drivesgiten years now without much
expense, but different things are now giving wagt ee fear we will soon be without
transportation, unless we trade it in, and | feat i am too old to get license to drive
much longer. Not sure what we will do.

We are now closing this account, feeling that sehMierportant incidents have been
omitted, and that probably we have inserted somedbuld well have been omitted.
We pray that we may be able to continue going toainand taking some part as long
as we live; however, we'll try just to live fromydto day and let the Lord have His way
in our lives.

Signed:

HERMAN W. DAILY







